United States Patent [ 1] 4,184,147
Seelbach [45] Jan. 15, 1980
[54] INPUT DEVICE FOR INPUT OF 4,070,649 171978 Wright, Jr. et al. ........ 340/146.3 SY'

ALPHANUMERIC CHARACTERS INTO A
COMPUTER

[76] Inventor: Hans E. Seelbach, Georgenstrasse 13,
Miinich, Fed. Rep. of Germany

[21] Appl. No.: 867,882
[22] Filed: Jan. 9, 1978
[30] Foreign Applicatioh Priority Data
Jan. 12, 1977 [DE] Fed. Rep. of Germany ....... 2701115
[51] Int. CL2 GO6K 9/00

[52] US. Cl vrvrernenisisasnnnaene 340/146.3 SY; 178/18
[58] Field of Search 340/146.3 SY, 365 C,
340/365 S; 178/18

Primary Examiner—Leo H. Boudreau
Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Staas & Halsey

[57] ABSTRACT

A character input device has a panel on which a charac-
ter can be written by the finger or a stylus, the panel
area being subdivided into three or four sensors. Pres-
sure on each sensor, and on the central area of the panel,
causes printed contact areas to engage to provide a
signal. Associated electronic circuitry takes account of
the sequence of signal production, including repetition
of signals, to identify each character. A plurality of such
panels can be arranged side-by-side. Each character
written in is displayed on associated display means
which may be located beneath the panel where this is
transparent. Appropriate function controls are pro-
vided on the device which may be portable and con-
nected to an associated computer, for example, by a
wireless transmission.

15 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures
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